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Hello Atulbhai, Kem Chho?

I just got the first issue of the e-magazine. I can see
that a lot of thought has gone in it. It is sophisticated
and smart visually; and when stalwarts like
Sitanshubhai and Ramanbhai are involved in it so
actively, the reading pleasure is also going to be
perfect. Please put me in the list, and please keep
sending me the new magazine. Wishes for lots of

success and satisfaction.
- Preety Sengupta, New York,
Known travel writer

P————

Just saw the first number of 'Sanchayan' . Well
edited and quite well conceived. All the best.
- Gulammohammed Sheikh

[ wiqacus,
YA AL S-2is Hl2l @oldl 4l ol vod o Yer
S 2 8. wi2g o U A 28 dl Y91l
aroufeami, ysAdlami 5 oflw 515 Ad ¢ Heeml
Ul 25 dl ol QA 6¥32 YA,
- 25 Wepll

P——

[un gl 2i4e uag,

AAAAAL 20l 45922 3uAL (A2 4H1aL Qs 6.
v sdld [asdlmi audl Alsaazfasy we
A AlsAAG3U otdg. Hiddl gl [aigeus »iq
HEALS Al Asrldl Allsdl o8 24l A 6,
Al AL oAl AR 5&L 2UAL. e i
Y™,

—2Hpils B
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Dear Ramanbhai,

I went through the entire issue of Sanchayan
today morning, in one sitting, with great interest.

The issue is not only full of most interesting
write-ups but also artistically decorated. Normally, |
lack interest in essays, but the essays selected by
you are so lucid and engrossing that I could not
resist the temptation of going through all the essays.

The limit of the pages is also ideal for the busy
people of modern life to read it quickly.

The choice of the write-ups, of course, reveals
your thumb impression.

I admire the enthusiasm and commitment of the
enlightened friends settled in a foreign land to use
the medium of the latest technology to link the
cultivated Gujaratis living abroad, but dispersed in
different countries, and thereby create a graciously
cultured Vishwa Gujarati Samaj.

[ am also impressed by their literary wisdom in
associating Sitanshubhai and you with their
innovative enterprise.

I am, therefore, confident that Sanchayan will
be a great success.

I also look forward to the e-book project with
high hopes.

Kindly accept my heartiest congratulations, and
best wishes for the future issues.

-Pravin Patel

Former professor of sociology, MS Uni. and
Former vice-chancellor, Sadar Patel Uni. at
Vallabh Vidyanagar

Atulbhai,
I am impressed at the way you had presented a variety
of Gujarati Sahitya publications of so many well
known including Kavi Dalpatram. You are in America.
And, you understood how difficult it is to get the
Gujarati book to read here. In Gujarat there are public
libraries and even book stores to go to. In America &
elsewhere in the Overseas, there are so many Gujarati
who have the "deep love" for our Gujarati Bhasha &
who may be craving to read this literature. You
envision this problem faced by so many in America.
The launching of E-format "Sanchayan"is a wonderful
idea. Your 1st publication with the Guidance of the
great personalty og Gujarati Sahitya,Shri Ramanbhai
Soni is one of the best thing that happened. 1 feel
fortunate to read it, My "Abhinandan" to you. May
you fulfill your desire & goal to cater to the Gujarati
readers of Overseas who are longing to read the matter
in our Gujarati Bhasha.

-Dr. Chandravadan Mistry

[Un 2HRIGHS,
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Dear Atulbhai and Rajesh,
Many congratulations on the first issue of e-
magazine. It is a well perceived and beautifully
executed issue. I guess visual impact is also impor-
tant in this format which has been taken care of. I
regard this as a journal not only for those living
abroad but for the new reader of gujarati in India
who is more conversant with the digital world. I
have no doubt that you will achieve your goals un-
der Ramanbhai's editorship. This will quench
thirst of many with quality reading.

- Kamal Vora

[t AU d2l 2A5A57-l),
AAAAAL AAABUAL AU oled 2 [Heded BURUR.
AUl YR i 2dzA UsIAA. 2AUNIR.

- M2d s1udlu, Asrsz

QU] AU AMIS,

AHIZ O-WOAA AL AU WU AL 9.
dulessl moeud Aldl w4 da Hdaas 4l
ASFANIS HAZAOUAL whgilale vt AeEl vl
S51H U <d 29 44l 519 gst el asrid [@andls
glRl dH HIsAd O-HOA oflmd aiudl M2 Hisdl
a5t ddl s4l cqzal 218 ansdly. aalqazeu-Al
2id olledl asl dl oerrid [aandlsdl dorude u2
2| 6y Y51 ddl adzal dlsdly.
- s« vilHwil,
saufaa, aerrid [Bandls, x4ziale

sl AsyaMIS, sl s,
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- HAYWAIA Ak, Corona (Los Angeles), CA

UERPEEICTEY
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[Agld usys (4925 2@l & 212d A 2R
2AQU[As dd G eyl wdld. glauldl uy
yeofl, Gau sallusl, saluM & 2uB2.. 2l oY
6 D-3lUSH L2l Adl "MA" A WA, BUALEY, 641D, 9.
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R I

- Hord A, Yus

dH, dl AR HI ARIR &3 ElHL, AdAHDS .
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- Mgy
(Dr. V. Bhadrayu Vinayak)
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Introduction
In 1929, Gujarat Vidyapidth published its first edition of
W Asradl =suilsia, the Gujarati comprehensive dictionary.

In the preface, Gandhiji wrote, “sd Wl 5154 2A2912 il
524l w512 44l”. Definitive dictionary was the last

foundation stone of modern Gujarati language whose
beginning can be traced with Narmad and Dalapatram in mid
nineteen century. Only a few select languages including
Guijarati rode the technology wave of printing press that was
introduced in the nineteen century. Today, Gujarati along with
only two-dozen other languages that leveraged printing press
technology are the official languages of India. All those
languages that could not make this transition are extinct or on
“‘endangered species” list.

Now in the twenty first century, we are experiencing
another such tectonic shift, a move from paper book to digital
or eBook. Any language that will not make this transition will
be extinct or on endangered species list by 2050 and its
literature confined to annals of history and university
research.

Conversely, languages surviving the digital revolution will
explode in usage. Access to literature will be ubiquitous.
Every electronic device — from mobile phones to cars will hold
literature in digital form. And every person will have
unhindered access to it.

Mission
“Preserve and spread Gujarati literature through digitization”

In the Western world, a similar very successful effort,
Project Gutenberg created over 40,000 free books in digital
format and was instrumental in making e-Book reader
ubiquitous. Instantly, thousands of books from Shakespeare
to Agatha Christie became available on the eBook readers at
no charge. Once Gujarati books are truly digitized, they will
be immediately available on eBook readers including Kindle,
iPad, Android tablets, Aakash and smart phones. On the web,
they will be fully searchable by Google search engine.

First Year’s Goals & Tasks
In the first year of operation, we will focus on two tasks

1. Supply technology. Provide robust and open source
software tools to convert existing content into true e-
Book formats.

2. Build organization. Establish relationship with i) authors
ii) publishers and iii) e-book distributors to source and
distribute eBooks. Build volunteer organization to
select, review and evangelize Gujarati digital library
vision.

A_

Foundation

Technology. Several obstacles stop publishers to make
Gujarati books available as eBooks. First, taking Gujarati
content created in DTP software into formats acceptable for
iPad, Kindle, Android tablets or smart phones requires a bit of
black magic. Second, very valuable Gujarati literature is
already available in proprietary digital form but there is no
simple process to convert this material into eBook. Finally,
absence of Gujarati OCR to convert printed books into eBook
format prevents digitization of classic literary books. Eaktra
will provide open source software, detailed “how to” help and
examples for each case.

Organization. In addition to creating a legal institution to
sustain this effort, there is need to build publisher and
distribution network for eBook. In the eBook world,
distribution of books requires new relationship with
organizations like Amazon, Google, Apple and Project
Gutenberg. In addition, more and more books are listed on
places like Google Books for search, reference and
purchase.

Eaktra will distribute copyright free or duly licensed
(Creative Commons) books. The publishers will be able to
utilize Eaktra tools and relationship to sell their copyright
books.

Get Involved

Eaktra needs help of global Gujarati diasporas, especially
senior citizens and students

a. Sourcing of Gujarati material available in PDF, DTP or
other such electronic format. This is the simplest form to
convert to eBook. Eaktra can receive such material if it is free
of copyright or licensed under Creative Commons. At this
moment, Eaktra is not yet ready to accept scanned (image)
books.

b. Receiving sample text of material that publishers may
wish to sell in eBook format. The samples text in PDF or
other electronic formats will be used during testing phase.
Publishers can be then be assured that the supplied
technology will be sufficiently robust.

c. Obtaining names of potential volunteers and
organizations that could assist in this mission in any form. We
could use assistance in variety of forms — from sourcing
material to reviewing to helping prioritize conversion.

Contact
Rajesh Mashruwala | mashru@ekatrafoundation.org
Atul Raval | atulraval@ekatrafoundation.org



